
Forest Hill United Church  

'open doors, open hearts, open minds' 

  
Anniversary Sunday  

February 19, 2023 10 a.m. 
 

WELCOME to worship!  
 

Gathering 
 

** Please rise in spirit or in body as you are able 

 

Prelude:    Called By Earth and Sky    MV 135 

 

Welcome, Announcements & Acknowledgement: 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

At Forest Hill United Church, we acknowledge that  

our church is built on ancestral, traditional  

and unceded Wolastoqiyik (wolas-to-qiyik) land. 

 

Declaration of a Safe Place 

Forest Hill United Church is a safe place for people to gather, 

regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background, family status, 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

 

Lighting of Christ Candle 

 

Introit: Will You Come and See the Light           VU 96 

Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 

It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 

It will be your guiding star,  

it will show you who you are;  

will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

Call to Worship:    

We gather today to celebrate 55 year of mission and ministry in 

this place. 

We gather to give God thanks for the Saints before us who  
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have prayed, worshipped, and established the foundations 

upon which we stand.   

May we celebrate the many gifts of life, love and faith that we 

have been given.    

May we give thanks for this day, and for all the ways that 

God continues to live and work in our midst.  Let us 

worship God!   

 

Opening Hymn:   Come In, Come in and Sit Down   VU 395 

 

Gathering Prayer of Thanksgiving:   

Gracious God, for the vision of those who formed this 

congregation, and for the commitment and dedication of all who 

served together at the time of origin 

 We give you thanks. 

For those who have faithfully served in leadership positions, as 

board chairs, treasurers, board and committee members, 

teachers, ministers, musicians, administrators, and staff 

 We give you thanks. 

For those who have willingly given of their efforts to teach 

encourage, and guide our children and youth 

 We give you thanks 

For those who have cared for this building and property, and 

have done so much to make this a safe and welcoming place 

 We give you thanks 

For the saints who blessed us with their life and witness, and 

whose legacy we carry forward 

 We give you thanks. 

For the ways in which we have been able to care for one another, 

support one another on the journey of life, and give strength to 

one another. 

 We give you thanks.   

For baptisms we’ve celebrated, professions of faith we have 

heard, and blessings of the Spirit we have known 

 We give you thanks. 

For those who led this congregation to become an affirming 

church that welcomes all people regardless of race, class or 

orientation 

 We give you thanks 
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For generosity that has enabled us to reach far beyond these 

walls and respond to the needs of others with generosity and 

compassion 

 We give you thanks. 

 For these and all your gifts, O God, 

 We are truly thankful.   
 

Intergenerational Time:  
 

Prayer that Jesus Taught:   Adaptation by Jim Cotter 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all,  

Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

sustain our hope and come on earth! 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen.   
 

Exploring 
Words from Our Bible:   

2 Peter 1: 16-21 
 

One:  In this is the word of God for the people of God. 

All:  Thanks be to God  
 

Reflection:   “Roots and Wings”  
 

Responding 
Presentation and Dedication of our Gifts   

Sung Response:  Spirit, Open My Heart   MV 79  

 Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 

 As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

 Spirit, open my heart. 
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Pre-Communion Hymn:   One Bread, One Body,  VU 467vs 1, 2 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

 Invitation 

 

 One: Glory to God in the highest   

 All: and on earth, hope and peace to all! 

 One: Blessed are you, gracious God…  

 So it is that we raise our voices to give you thanks and praise: 

 All: Holy, holy, holy God.  God of time and space. 

 All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your  

 grace. 

 One: So we remember that… Now send your Holy Spirit upon  

 us, that all who share in this loaf and cup may be the body of  

 Christ, light, life and love to the world.   

 

 Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 

 All: For the food we have eaten, for the wine we have 

 tasted, we give you thanks, Holy One.  Now send us forth, 

 united in courage, peace and love, to give light to those in 

 need, and be Christ’s hands and feet in the world.  In  

 Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn:  One Bread, One Body,       VU 467 vs 3 

 

Closing Hymn: On Eagle’s Wings    VU 808 

 

Commissioning and Blessing: 

 

Choral Amen:  Hope Shines as a Solitary Star  MV 220 

Hope shines as the solitary star,  

 faith is the inner light. 

 You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

 and illumine the pathway home. 

 

Postlude:  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   VU 264 
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OFFICE  

(506) 455-0988 | foresthillunited.com 
 

 

Worship Leader – Rev. Ian Manson 

Pastoral Care – Rev. Ian Manson 506-333-8318 and  

Diane Robinson 506-459-8779 

 

Usher – Annemarie Manson 

Tellers – Jennifer Abbott and May Houston 

Hospitality – Diane Robinson 

Music – Alex Good, Diane Robinson and Libby Cassidy 

 

Administrative Assistant - Kris Yarych  

Tuesday & Thursday 8:45 to 11:45 a.m. 

foresth.office@bellaliant.com 
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