Forest Hill United Church
45 Kimble Court, Fredericton, NB, E3B 4R8
foresth.office@bellaliant.com
506-455-0576

21 May 2023

To the Hon. Bill Hogan,
Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development

We are writing to you to express our dismay regarding your decision to review Policy 713. The
sole purpose of this policy is to provide protection for New Brunswick youth in the public school
system, specifically 2SLGBTQIA+ youth. Thus, the obvious conclusion of the policy review is
that the current Conservative government is unconcerned about protecting our 2SLGBTQIA+
youth.

Forest Hill United Church is a small congregation in Fredericton. We are proud to be an Affirming
congregation and make a declaration every Sunday that our church is a safe space for
all,“...regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background, family status, sexual orientation and
gender identity.” This declaration reminds us every week that a key cornerstone of Christian
theology is to love one another. John 13:34 states, “I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another.” The next verse goes on to twice repeat the exhortation to love one another. There
are no caveats, no exceptions. We are not to love one another only if they look the same, believe
the same things, love the same people or make the same life choices. Our schools should also be
safe spaces for all. Policy 713 helps to ensure this.

In any society, it is the young, the old and the marginalized who are most vulnerable. They do not
have the same power to protect themselves from harm. 2SLGBTQIA+ children and youth are thus
doubly vulnerable. Policy 713 is a credit to the New Brunswick public school system, providing
the teachers and administrators with the tools they need to keep our schools safe for all.

If you had attended the peaceful demonstration at the Provincial Legislature on 13 May 2023, you
would have heard educators and students past and present speak passionately about the importance
of Policy 713. Our educators, as highly trained professionals with educational backgrounds that
include child development, are capable of introducing age-appropriate material into the classroom.
If there are concerns about how this policy is being implemented, however, they can be addressed
by supporting the ongoing education of our teachers about Policy 713 and the implications that it
has for their schools and classrooms. Cutting funding for Pride in Education events and neglecting
to protect teachers who are attempting to educate themselves from potentially violent protestors is
not the way to do this.

We know suicide is the second leading cause of death in youth aged 15 — 17 in Canada and that
2SLGBTQIA+ youth have a 3 — 7 times higher rate of attempted suicide than their straight
counterparts. Just one supportive person or safe space can make the difference between life and
death for these youth. Sadly, that supportive person or safe space is not always available in the
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youth’s home, for a variety of reasons. It is inconceivable that any government would want to
make their children and youth less safe or increase their rates of suicide, yet that is exactly what
the current Conservative government is doing to our 2SLGBTQIA+ youth by reviewing the policy
that took six years to craft.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. We look forward to your response. We are
hopeful that our province can continue to provide leadership in ensuring schools are a safe space
for our vulnerable youth. This can not happen if Policy 713 is revoked or weakened. Just as Jesus
charged us with the responsibility to love one another, you were charged with the responsibility to
protect our students and educators. The vulnerable students need good, strong leadership to keep
them safe. Why are you afraid to provide it?

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. lan Manson
Margaret Roxborough
On behalf of the Congregational Board of Forest Hill United Church

cc  Hon. Blaine Higgs, Premier of New Brunswick
Mr. David Coon, MLA Fredericton South and New Brunswick Green Party Leader
Ms. Susan Holt, Leader of the New Brunswick Liberal Party
Hon. Dorothy Shephard, Minster of Social Development



