
Forest Hill United Church  

'open doors, open hearts, open minds' 
Peace Sunday 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 23, 2022 10 a.m. 
 

WELCOME to worship!  
 

Gathering 

 

** Please rise in spirit or in body as you are able 

 

Prelude:    Called by Earth and Sky    MV 135 

 

Welcome, Announcements & Acknowledgement: 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

At Forest Hill United Church, we acknowledge that  

our church is built on ancestral, traditional  

and unceded Wolastoqiyik (wolas-to-qiyik) land. 
 

Declaration of a Safe Place 

Forest Hill United Church is a safe place for people to gather, 

regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background, family status, 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

 

Lighting of Christ Candle 

 

**Introit:                 MV 1 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can 

safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to 

forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and 

vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 

place. 
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**Call to Worship:    

Welcome to worship at this turn of the season.  

As the temperatures dip 

we gather in the warmth of God’s presence. 
As the darkness grows 

we seek God’s light. 
As the earth rests from its labours 

we long for God’s peace. 

Come, let us worship! 
 

Passing the Peace (without touching) 

 

**Opening Hymn:  Each Blade of Grass    MV 37 

 

**Gathering Prayer: (All)  

God of grace, we come with all we have; bodies, souls, 

minds, all here to worship you. 

We have come for a glimpse of your kin-dom of kindness, 

a world where love rules over all, a world where enemies 

embrace, distinctions between friend and foe evaporating 

in the light of your love. Bless our gathering as we join our 

hearts and minds together in worship. Amen 

 

Intergenerational Time:  

 

Prayer that Jesus Taught:    

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil:  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
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**Hymn of Praise:    I Am a Child of God   MV 157   

Those going to Sunday School will leave after the first verse 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life: 

We come in prayer burdened with our unhappy business,  

all the deeds done under the sun that we would rather not 

remember,  

the sound of sin in our world. 

Explosions of gunfire, bombs, and rockets, the cries of the 

hungry,  

our own hurtful words hurled at those we love. 

Hearer of all, you know too clearly the sorrows of our world! 

Forgive us our sins, and help us right the wrongs we’ve 

done. 

Give us words of repentance to share with those we’ve 

wronged,  

courage to stand up for the voiceless and resounding love for 

the lowest and the least. 

Tune our ears to your voice, so that always and 

everywhere we might hear your song of peace. 
 

(a time of silent prayer)  
 

Words of Assurance: 
 

Exploring 
Words from Our Bible:  

Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 pp.782-783 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

One:  In this is the word of God for the people of God. 

All:  Thanks be to God  
 

**Hymn of Reflection:   God of Still Waiting  MV 20 
 

Reflection:     
 

Special Music:   Amazing Grace   VU 266 
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Responding 
Presentation and Dedication of our Gifts   

Sung Response:   What Can I Do?     MV 191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring? 

 What can I say? What can I sing? 

 I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 

 I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
 

Blessing the Gifts: (together) 

Accept these humble gifts we pray 

and in our hearts forever stay. 

With these gifts may You bring peace 

that suffering, want, and war may cease. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Our Community: 
 

Sung Response: Lord Listen to Your Children  VU 400 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us power, send us grace! 
 

**Closing Hymn: One More Step Along the World I Go VU 639   
 

Commissioning and Sharing the Light: 
 

**Choral Amen:   Sent Out in Jesus Name   MV 212 

Sent out in Jesus’ name, 

 our hands are ready now 

 to make the world the place 

 in which the kingdom comes. (2x) 
 

Postlude:  Let There Be Peace 
 

Today’s service prayers are adapted from those written by Carol Penner, a 
Mennonite pastor currently teaching theology at Conrad Grebel University College in 
Waterloo, Ontario. Copyright © Carol Penner www.leadinginworship.com 
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