
Sunday September 29, 2019 SERMON 

Scripture readings: 

1 Timothy 6: 6-19 

Psalm 91 VU 807 

Luke 16: 19-31 

 

Back in 65 A.D., things were not going well for the church. People seemed to be making their own 

decisions about what was important and what wasn’t. Some leaders said one thing, and said it so 

convincingly that a flock followed them; then other leaders said other things with equally convincing 

fervor and another group hived off, convinced it had the true message and that their way was the only 

way. 

That was what Paul was facing. Here he had been, dashing around: in Cyprus in the year 45 of the 

Common Era; Thessalonica in Macedonia in the summer of 50, Athens, Corinth in Greece, Syria in Arabia 

and Antioch in Turkey; Rome in the autumn of 60, back to Crete and Macedonia in 65. The message that 

Paul was spreading was the good news: God in Jesus Christ is risen. “Simply proclaim the Lord Christ 

Holy in your hearts,” is the way he put it in his first letter to Peter. 

But by the time that Paul gets back to Macedonia – which is where scholars think he was towards the 

end of his mission when the letters to Timothy were written -  he’s finding out that his teachings are not 

being followed and boy, he’s not happy with the way things are working out! 

Earlier in Chapter 6 of 1st Timothy he says, starting vs 3 [Jerusalem translation] , “ This (the good news 

that God in Jesus Christ is risen) is what you are to teach and urge. Anyone who teaches anything 

different and does not keep to the sound teaching which is that of our Lord Jesus Christ, is proud and 

has no understanding, but rather a weakness for questioning everything and arguing about words. All 

that can come of this is jealousy, contention, abuse and evil mistrust; and unending disputes by people 

who are depraved in mind and deprived of truth, and imagine that religion is a way of making a profit.” 

That’s not keeping Christ holy in their hearts. 

We are not surprised: what better way to get people to join your group than by promoting the 

tantalizing prospect of riches they’ll gain if they do. One purpose of Paul’s letters is to fight such 

dangerous ideas which were starting to circulate among the groups that formed on his earlier mission. 

This launches Paul into the verses that William read for us: vs 6 [Jerusalem translation] “Religion does 

bring large profits, but only to those who are content with what they have.” The King James translation, 

always more poetic, puts it “godliness in contentment is great gain.” Be happy with what you have. You 

can’t take it with you. Or, as I’ve heard it said, “You don’t see a U-Haul behind a hearse!” 

Paul in verse 10, quotes a proverb that was current in his day and age: “The love of money is the root of 

all evil.” Just think of the countless sermons that have been preached on that text down through the 

centuries!  And do we heed the warning? Nooo. 



The prospect of gain, of a profit, in whatever medium that can be measured , has been a motivator since 

human societies began. From feathers and cowrie shells to fancy cars and exotic holidays, the desire to 

flaunt our status, to show that we are better off than others, that we have gained more, is deeply 

ingrained in our collective psyche. Our entire economic well-being is based on us consumers buying 

more and more. One of our grocery chains has the slogan, “Crave More”. And – you heard it here first – 

the constant bombardment of advertisers is reaping a new medium of gain for profit: surveillance 

capitalism. The bits of information about ourselves that we leave every time we click or “like” is 

harvested and, we are learning, sold. 

Craving more, not being content with what we have,  has led, as we well know, to the destruction of the 

environment , and you don’t need me to tell you about the burning rainforests in Brazil, or the micro-

plastics in “silken” teabags, or the recycled Canadian plastic bags that end up being burnt in trash heaps 

in Malaysia. 

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus, one of several in Luke where Jesus is talking about the right 

and wrong use of money, is brilliant story-telling: full of colour and character and conversation. 

Perhaps we could tell the parable this way: There was a teenage girl in Sweden named Greta Thunberg, 

who was overwhelmed with worry about the future of the environment. She decided to skip school one 

day and sit down outside the government buildings in Stockholm.  Her parents tried to dissuade her. 

Classmates declined to join. Passersby expressed pity and bemusement at the sight of the then 

unknown 15-year-old sitting on the cobblestones with a hand-painted banner. “Skolstrejk för Klimatet”.  

Gradually, as she continued her lone protest, people started to pay attention.  

In January 2019, Greta Thunberg arrived in Davos, Switzerland, after a 32-hour train journey, in contrast 

to the many delegates who arrived by up to 1,500 individual private jet flights. She said "Some people, 

some companies, some decision makers in particular have known exactly what priceless values they 

have been sacrificing to continue making unimaginable amounts of money.” 

In September 2019, she travelled to North America via a carbon-neutral yacht. When she got to the 
House of Representatives in Washington she said, “I don’t want you to listen to me. I want you to listen 
to the scientists. And I want you to unite behind the science. And then I want you to take action.” 

On Monday of this past week, at the United Nations Climate Action Summit, she said, “This is all wrong. I 
shouldn’t be standing here. I should be back in school on the other side of the ocean. Yet you all come to 
me for hope? How dare you! You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And 
yet I’m one of the lucky ones. People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. 
We are in the beginning of a mass extinction. And all you can talk about is money and fairytales of 
eternal economic growth. How dare you.” 

And the rich and powerful people, the decision makers and the television pundits, said  "such radical 
positions antagonize our societies" and could “depress a generation.” (French president  Emmanuel 
Macron).  (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) secretary-general Mohammed Barkindo 
said she had a cult following, calling her "freakishly influential" for a "girl so young and with so many 
mental disorders". Fox news said – they later apologized – that she was “mentally ill”. Greta Thunberg 
refers to her Asberger’s syndrome (which is an Autism Spectrum Disorder) as being her “superpower.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_impact_of_aviation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammed_Barkindo


The most powerful man of all, who walked right past her at the U.N. and didn’t glance her way to see 
her glaring at him, said,  "She seems like a very happy young girl looking forward to a bright and 
wonderful future. So nice to see.” 

Now, in Jesus’ parable, both the rich and the poor man die and the conversation continues with the rich 
man in Hades and Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham. The rich man says, “Give my brothers warning so 
that they do not come to this place of torment, too”.  Abraham says, “They  have Moses and the 
prophets to listen to, let them listen to them.” 

Rich man: “Ah no, father Abraham, but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent.” 

Abraham: – and this is the crux of the parable –  “If they will not listen either to Moses or the prophets, 
they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.” 

In my parable, I would be foolish to predict the outcome of this confrontation between a teenage girl 
and a powerful man; but I  can clearly state that if we don’t heed the message, if we don’t listen to this 
young prophet, our world may turn into a Hades here on earth. 

Like prophets of old, Greta Thunberg is fierce and uncompromising. Such passion and conviction makes 
us uncomfortable: we don’t like being told in no uncertain terms that our ways are wrong, that our 
values are skewed, that we have to change. In a word, “repent”. 

Greta Thunberg is telling us that youthful voices, that small, individual acts have value, and in response? 
we can cease craving more. We can strive to hold the risen Christ holy in our hearts. We can find 
godliness in contentment. 

In 1727, J.S. Bach wrote a cantata, “Ich Habe Genug”. “I have enough”. Can we say the same? 

AMEN 

       Libby Cassidy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


