
 

Forest Hill United Church 
'open doors, open hearts, open minds' 

 

Easter Sunrise Service 
Sunday, April 17, 2022 at 6:30 am 

 

 

After worship, please join us back at the church for potluck breakfast. 

 

This service is based on one led by Rev. Ali Anningson in 2016.  Unless 

otherwise noted, the service elements are hers.  All material is used with 

permission. 

 

Singing to Greet the New Day: 

 

This is the Day: 

 

 This is the day, this is the day  

 that our God has made, that our God has made; 

 we will rejoice, we will rejoice,  

 and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

 

 This is the day that our God has made, 

 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 This is the day, this is the day that our God has made. 

 

Morning Has Broken: 

 

 Morning has broken like the first morning, 

 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

 Praise for the singing!  Praise for the morning! 

 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
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Preparing for Worship: 
Excerpted from Easter Prayer from the Indigenous Church, The United Church of Canada, 29 March 2021 

 

One: It is a new day 

All: The Son of God is welcomed  

by the sun and stars of the sky 

The trees and rocks of the land 

The rivers, lakes and bodies of the ocean 

And the air that embodies all life. 

One: Thank you, creator, for it is a new day 

All: Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 

A new life, a birth of a new start of a dying soul 

A reactivation of the steps we walk on this path which we 

call life 

One: People of the land, my relations, wake up, look to the east, the 

sun is rising 

It is a good day.   

All: And we can all praise the creator for all the sacred and 

loving gifts that we have in our life. 

The air we breathe to sing,  

the water we replenish our bodies with,  

the fire that creates warmth,  

and the land that supports us when we dance in celebration. 

All of creation sings! 

 

Listening to the Story: Luke 24:1-12 

 

The Moderator’s Easter Message 
Taken from the transcript of Rev. Richard Bott’s Easter Video Message © The United Church of 

Canada/L’Église-Unie-du-Canada. 

 

Shelter the World in Love This Easter 
Easter Prayer from the UCC, worship resources for Easter Sunday 
 

All:   God, make Easter my home.  

Shelter me from apathy  

with a desire to do good.  

Let the rhythm of my days  

pulse with your call to live justly.  
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Set the table of my soul  

with the generosity of your Spirit.  

Furnish my life with such hope  

that, while I have breath,  

I might not only share good news  

but also be a source of it.  

God, make Easter not only my home  

but also my mission.  

Amen.  

 

Giving Thanks as We Go Forth: 
 

 One: Death could not stop Jesus. 

 All: Hope wins! 

 One: Hate could not stop him. 

 All: Love wins! 

 One: Forgiveness is given. 

 All: Eternal life is promised. 

 One: With this good news in our hearts,  

  we shall go out with joy, saying: 

 All: Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed! 

 

Singing Our Blessing: 

 

 You Shall Go Out with Joy (Isaiah 55): 

 

 You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 

 the mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

 there'll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field 

 will clap, will clap their hands! 

 

 And all the trees of the field will clap their hands, 

 the trees of the field will clap their hands, 

 the trees of the field will clap their hands 

 while you go out with joy.  
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I Danced in the Morning: 

 

 They cut me down and I leap up high;   

 I am the life that will never, never, die;   

 I'll live in you if you'll live in me;   

 I am the Lord of the dance, said he.   

 

 Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

 I am the Lord of the dance, said he,  

 and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

 and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 

 May the God of Hope Go with Us: 

 

 May the God of hope go with us every day, 

 filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

 May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

 bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

 

 Praying, let us work for peace, 

 singing, share our joy with all, 

 working for a world that's new, 

 faithful when we hear Christ's call. 
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