
COVENANT OF MARRIAGE/MARRIAGE POLICY 

Forest Hill United Church 

Fredericton, New Brunswick 

WEDDING INFORMATION 

May God bless you as you prepare for your wedding. To assist you in your planning, 
please read and consider the following information carefully. 

Introduction In the United Church of Canada, marriage is 
considered to be the lifelong union of two individuals who pledge their 
commitment to, and love for, one another in the sight of God and the Church. 
It is a sacred act, born of the deep love and respect that two persons have for 
each other. Through the wedding ritual, two persons declare their intent to 
enter into a relationship of enduring love. For the Christian, this occasion is not 
a spectacle, but worship; it is not a mere formal observance, but a participation 
in the will of God for life. Such a relationship must not be entered into casually, 
but thoughtfully and deliberately. In the letter to the Ephesians we hear, "I pray 

that Christ will make his home in your hearts through faith. I pray that you may 
have your roots and foundation in love ... so that you may come to know his love 

and so be completely filled with the very nature of God." (Eph.3: :7-19) May 

this time of preparation and planning bring you to a greater understanding of 
God's purpose for your life and your marriage.   

Consultation  

Before you make this commitment, it is helpful to discuss this significant transition 

in your lives and in your relationship. Meeting on at least two occasions with our 

minister is a requirement for all couples planning to have a ceremony in our 

church officiated by our minister. The first meeting will give you an opportunity 

to reflect upon your relationship to date, and upon your hopes and dreams for 

the future. The second meeting will involve a step-by-step review of the 

ceremony. You are also encouraged to participate in the Marriage Preparation 

Course offered by the Fredericton Institute for Christian Studies 

(‘christian_studies@yahoo.ca or 506-472-0660). If this is not possible, pre-

marital counselling will be arranged with our minister. At any time during 
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these meetings you can decide that it is not appropriate to go forward, or the 

minister may, in good conscience, choose to withdraw. If you do not live in our 

area, we expect that you will meet with a counsellor or minister where you live. 

We request that a letter confirming your readiness for this important step be 

sent by that person to our minister upon completion of the counselling. 

License  
The marriage license and the names and addresses of two witnesses must be given 

to the minister as soon as it is available. Marriage licenses may be obtained from 

Service New Brunswick. 

Music & Musicians 

Selections of music for your wedding - hymns, solos and instrumentals should 
be appropriate for a spiritual. Christian service of worship. You may discuss 
your choices with the minister. It is your responsibility to contact the church 
pianist or ?,her musicians and to confirm selections with them. The pianist 
currently serving the congregation should be the first person invited to play 
when piano music is requested. She/he may accept or decline the invitation. 

Wedding Programmes 

Should you wish to have a wedding programme, the minister will help you plan 

the order of service. You will be responsible for providing as many copies as 

you require. Attractive wedding bulletins are available at Lighthouse Family 

Resource Centre and other religious bookstores, or you may design your own. 

Participants in the Ceremony 

As you discuss the ceremony with our minister, you will discover that there 
are opportunities for friends or family members to be involved, for example, 
through lighting candles or reading scripture. The participation of another 
licensed clergyperson, who may be a member of your family or a close friend, 
is also a possibility This may be arranged in consultation with our minister, who 
we require to be the presiding minister at the ceremony. 

If the date requested for your ceremony occurs while our minister is unable to 



officiate or on vacation, the church may arrange for another minister to conduct 

the wedding. Should this be the case, you will be notified It is anticipated that 

your wedding will take place in the Forest Hill church building or on the church as 

soon as possible. 

Location 

property. Should you desire another setting, the minister will also marry you at 
home, in an outdoor larid- or seascape. or in a public venue hired for the 
occasion. 

Rehearsal 

A rehearsal is very important. Typically, this should be arranged with our 
minister to take place on the Thursday or Friday before a Saturday wedding. If 
at all possible, ALL those involved in the ceremony — attendants, musicians, 
videographer/photographer, readers — should attend. Rehearsals usually last 
about 45 minutes. 

Consideration for the Sanctuary 
The church building is the spiritual home for a worshipping community. Treat 

the sanctuary the way you would treat a friend's home. Please do not 

remove the furnishings or wall hangings. 
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Information for Invitations & Programmes 

The street address for Forest Hill United Church is: 

  45 Kimble Court 

Fredericton, New Brunswick 

E38 6X5 

Please remind your guests in your invitations that the church is a scent -free 

place of worship and that they should refrain from wearing perfumed products. 

We ask that you not use confetti or rice inside or outside the building. Bubble 



mixture may be used outside. Also, flash photography should not be used as 

your wedding ceremony is a service of worship. Pictures may be taken during 

the processional, recessional, and during the signing of the church register. A 

video camera, mounted on a stationary tripod, may be used. 

The Big Day  
Your ushers should be present at the church at least 45 minutes before the 

wedding, in order to welcome your guests. The wedding party should arrive at 

least |5 minutes beforehand. During the ceremony, the couple and two 

witnesses of legal age are required to sign legal documents. 

 
 

Reception 
If you would like the minister to attend your wedding reception and/or rehearsal 

party, please make this clear welt beforehand. She/he will advise you of her/his 

ability to attend. If the minister is expected to offer the blessing (say '(Grace') at a 

meal, please confirm this with her/him. 

If desired, your wedding reception may take place at Forest Hill. Please call the 

church office to enquire about costs and to make arrangements. 

Fees & Honoraria 

Our church building and staff are available to any couple who desire to be 

married within a Christian context, and are willing to meet the requirements 

stated in this policy. Use of the building involves regular maintenance and 

cleaning, heating and lighting. The staff offers time and talent to ensure that 

your ceremony will be a meaningful, enjoyable event. 

 

I)There is no fee for the use of the church building requested from couples  

where one or both partners are active, contributing members of Forest Hill 

United Church, OR who have family members (such as parents) who are 

actively supporting Forest Hill United Church. 

2) A fee of an amount to be  determined by the board for the use of the 
church will be requested from couples who have no current association with 
Forest Hill United Church. This fee must be given to the church office before the 
day of the wedding rehearsal. 



 

3) The following honoraria are suggested as a guideline for all couples:  
 

Minister An amount to be  determined by the board 

Pianist  An amount to be  determined by the board 

Custodian An amount to be  determined by the board 
  

(Separate cheques made out to the individuals holding these 

positions are required. The minister will provide you with the 

appropriate information.) 

4)The Congregational Board of Forest Hill United Church will be informed 

by our minister of the dates and places that weddings are scheduled to 'take 

place. 

Policy approved by the Congregational Board, Forest Hill 

United Church, November 2005. 

 Policy approved by the Congregational Annual meeting, 

Forest Hill United Church, Feb 2006.  

Policy Amended at Congregational Annual meeting, Forest 
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