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ANNUAL REPORT 2014 
FOREST HILL UNITED CHURCH 

 

Woolastook Presbytery 
of the Maritime Conference 

of the United Church of Canada 
 

 

CONTACTS AS OF FEBRUARY 2015 

 

Clergy  The Rev. Ali Smith  
O: 455-0988 C: 292-2369 
foresth.minister@bellaliant.com 

Chair of the Congregational Board Margie Roxborough 
R: 455-0576 
foresth.chair@bellaliant.com  

Administrative Assistant Kris Yarych 
O: 455-0988 
foresth.office@bellaliant.com 

Address 45 Kimble Court 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 
E3B 6X5 

Church Telephones 455-0988 (Office) 
452-1709 (Hall) 

Website www.foresthillunited.com 

Email foresth.office@bellaliant.com 

Facebook  FOREST HILL UNITED CHURCH 

 

mailto:foresth.minister@bellaliant.com
mailto:foresth.chair@bellaliant.com
mailto:foresth.office@bellaliant.com
http://www.foresthillunited.com/
mailto:foresth.office@bellaliant.com


 4 

FOREST HILL UNITED CHURCH OFFICE HOLDERS 2014  

  
 
 Name  Term Expiry  
 
Clergy:  Rev. Ali Smith  
Administrative Assistant:  Kris Yarych  
Treasurer:  Mary Grant  Annual Appt.  
Music Director:  Deborah Park 
Janitor:  Mara Pilic  
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  
  
Chair:  Margie Roxborough (Executive) Feb. 2015  

Interim Chair: Jula Hughes (Jan - July) (Executive) 

Secretary:  Brian Cassidy (Executive)   pro tem 

Chair, Worship Committee:   Libby Cassidy (Executive)  Feb. 2015 

Chair, Finance Committee:  William Hughes (Executive) Feb. 2017 

Minister (ex officio):  Rev. Ali Smith (Executive)  

Chair, Office Administration:  vacant  

Chair, Pastoral Care & Visitation: Diane Robinson Feb. 2017 

Chair, Ministry & Personnel:  Annemarie Manson Feb. 2015  

Chair, Outreach:  Bob Fisher Feb. 2016 

Co-Chair, Property Committee:  Ron Blakney pro tem  

Co-Chair, Property Committee Robert Christie pro tem 

Chair, Christian Development:  John Neville Feb. 2015  

Interim Chair, Christian Development: Karen Flinn (Jan - Aug) 

Chair, Board of Trustees: Patricia Davidson Feb. 2016 

Presbytery Representative:  Robert Christie Annual Appt.  

UCW Representative:  May Houston Annual Appt.  

 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
  
Board of Trustees:  Patricia Davidson (Chair)  Feb. 2016 
 Jennifer Abbott Feb. 2016 
 Ron Blakney  Feb. 2015  
 Graham Powell  Feb. 2017  
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Finance:  William Hughes (Chair) Feb. 2017 
 Diane Robinson 
 Mary Grant (Treasurer) Annual Appt.  
 Paul Eldridge 
 
Pastoral Care and Visitation:  Diane Robinson (Chair) Feb. 2017 
 Jennifer Abbott 
 Leta Clayden  
 May Houston 
 Heidi Liston 
 Sandra MacGillivary 
 
Ministry and Personnel:  Annemarie Manson (Chair) Feb. 2015  
 Bob Fisher Feb. 2015 
 Lorna McKnight Feb. 2015  
 Margie Rogers Feb. 2015 
 
Worship: Libby Cassidy (Chair) Feb. 2015 
 Brian Cassidy (Secretary) (2nd term)  Feb. 2015 
 Yvonne Cheung (1st term)  Feb. 2015 
 Inez Higgins (1st term) Feb. 2016 
 Lorna McKnight (1st term) Feb. 2015 
 Deborah Park (Music Director) 
 Rachel Neville (1st term)  Feb. 2016  
 
Outreach:  Bob Fisher (Chair) Feb. 2016 
 Liz Richard  
 Doreen Kissick  
 Joan Mitchell  
 Jean Fisher 
 Chris Brodbeck 
 
Christian Development: John Neville (Chair) Feb. 2015 
 Karen Flinn (Acting Chair Jan-Aug & Sunday School) 
 Margie Roxborough  
 Mary Grant  
 May Houston (UCW)  
 
Property Committee: Ron Blakney (Co-Chair and Trustees) pro tem  
 Robert Christie (Co-Chair) pro tem 
 Graham Powell  
 May Houston (UCW)  
 Joe Rideout  
 
Office Administration: vacant 
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POSITIONS AND APPOINTMENTS  

  
Building Use Co-ordinators: Kris Yarych 
 Diane Robinson  
  
Mission & Service Fund Enthusiast:  Diane Robinson  
  
Presbytery Representative:  Robert Christie Annual Appt.  
 Bob Fisher (Alternate) Annual Appt.  
  
Choir: Deborah Park (Music Director)  
 Min Baek 
 Tammy Butland 
 Ron Blakney 
 Patricia Davidson 
 Kim LeJeune 
 Annemarie Manson  
 Joan Mitchell 
 Graham Powell  
 Patricia Powell  
 Norma Reid  
 Liz Richard 
 Margie Rogers  
 Elnaz Araghi 
 
Tellers: Jennifer Abbott  
 Robert Christie  
 Bob Fisher 
 Inez Higgins 
 May Houston 
 William Hughes 
 Lorna McKnight  
 Joan Mitchell  
 Diane Robinson 
 Mary Ann Blakney 
 
United Church Observer: Margaret Macdougall  
  
UCW President: May Houston  
  
Fredericton Council for Christian 
Ministry on Campus:  Joan Mitchell 
 Ali Smith (Jan – Nov) 
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Women’s Interchurch 
Council of Canada: Jennifer Abbott 
 Patricia Powell  
 
Technology Team: Brian Cassidy 
 
 

PASTORAL  CHARGE  STATISTICS 
 

 

Wedding 
 

Adam Robert Wadden and Kortnie Mary Gilbert 
at the Free Meeting House in Moncton 

on August 31, 2014 
with Rev. Ali Smith officiating 

 

Baptisms 
 

Liv Elizabeth Fisher Corrigan 
daughter of Janis Mary Fisher and Seanagh Elizabeth Corrigan 

at Forest Hill United Church 
on May 11, 2014 

with Rev. Ali Smith officiating 
 

Henry Alexander Telecki Snyder 
son of Olga Telecka and Alexander Snyder 

at Forest Hill United Church 
on May 11, 2014 

with Rev. Ali Smith officiating 
 

Funeral/Memorial Services 
 

Memorial Service for Donald Grant 
at Forest Hill United Church 

on February 20, 2014 
with Rev. Ali Smith officiating 

 
Burial of Donald Grant 
at Forest Hill Cemetery 
on November 11, 2014 

with Rev. Ali Smith officiating 
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MINISTER'S MESSAGE 
 

Before you know it, a year passes by.  Indeed, another year has come and gone here at our church 
and it feels like just yesterday that I was sitting down to prepare something for last year's annual 
report.  A lot has happened, though, in the 12 months since then. 
 
Here at Forest Hill, we have carried on with our usual work of worship, fellowship, pastoral care, 
outreach, and development.  We have also spent some time discerning our way into the future.  It 
has been an interesting and affirming time indeed.   
 
In 2014, we began to consider how we might make more use our our beautiful land.  Our Board 
also spent time planning for our financial future, leading to some very meaningful conversations.  
As a community, we have focused on and celebrated our wonderful music program, even sharing 
this gift with the larger community through a concert.  All of this work will no doubt continue into 
the new year and beyond. 
 
When I reflect upon the past year for us, Paul's words to the church in Ephesus are helpful:   
 "God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or  
 request in your wildest dreams!  [God] does it, not by pushing us around, but by working  
 within us, [God's] Spirit deeply and gently within us."  (Ephesians 3:20 MSG) 
 
This is what it has felt like here.  God has worked within us in marvelous ways –in ways that we 
could never have imagined. 
 
I think the most amazing thing of all is that in this 21st century of ours, people are still choosing to 
come to church.  People come here, not because they have to, but because they want to be here.  
We have so many other options in our time and place.  There are lots of other places we could be 
and perspectives we could hold about spirituality.  Yet, here we are.  Wonderful! 
 
In 2014, you made a choice to come and worship in our circle, to learn together at Sunday School 
and Bible Study, to sit in meetings, to give your time to fundraisers, and to be brave and kind 
enough to sing and play music, to operate projectors and keyboards, to read scripture and tell 
stories, to bake and cook, to greet and visit and drive someone home, to repair and build, to pay 
bills, and much more. 
 
All of those choices are certainly reflected in the pages of this our 2014 Annual Report.  These are 
the activities that make us uniquely who we are.  We offer you the report now, not as the whole 
story, but as a snapshot of it.  Your choices to contribute, to care, to love, and to give are best 
reflected, not with words, but each and every time we gather. 
 
We hope that your choice to be a part of the Forest Hill United Church community has fed and 
nurtured you.  We hope that it has filled you with a sense of purpose and belonging.  May this 
continue to be true in the years to come.  
 
Blessings, 
Ali Smith 
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CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 
 

This year Forest Hill took the first steps towards making a conscious decision on what should be 
done with the parcel of undeveloped land we own.  This was originally purchased with the 
intention of using it to build a more conventional church when funds became available.  However, 
a visioning exercise the congregation undertook in March came up with a great many ideas for land 
use and I think it is safe to say, given both our financial challenges and the way our ministry has 
evolved, the land is unlikely to be used for a “traditional church” building.  I was unfortunately still 
in France during the visioning exercise, but Jula’s comprehensive notes illustrated that people were 
indeed thinking “outside of the box” (“bunny farm” was my favourite suggestion) and looking at all 
of the possibilities.  We now need to take our visioning and move it forward into concrete plans.  
We discussed the issue of land use at several board meetings this fall but with all of the more 
immediate activities taking up our time, we did not advance the issue very much.  Hopefully this is 
something we will address further in the coming year. 
 
William Hughes also put forward a long-term financial outlook for us in 2013 that has proved 
accurate so far.  This year is the first year in my memory that we actually ran a deficit at year end.  
Many years we have budgeted a deficit but we have always managed to turn it around.  This was 
not possible this year, even with putting off the necessary purchase of a new office computer and 
increased building use revenues.  It is painfully obvious that the status quo will not work for us but 
equally obvious that we are blessed with a little cushion of time to make changes that will allow 
the ministry of Forest Hill United Church to continue.  In November a group of Fredericton-area 
United Churches met in a very preliminary way to see if there was common ground among us and 
to ascertain in what ways we could combine our efforts to provide better ministry to the 
community.  Future meetings may provide more concrete plans for joint action and I look forward 
to that opportunity. 
 
Our building outside of our congregational activities is also a vibrant place.  In addition to the 
guiding units, YMCA and other long-term tenants, we were very happy to welcome the Akido 
group into our space in 2014 and Deborah is also regularly using the church for her music lessons.  
If you are looking for a place for silent meditation, Forest Hill is not a good choice much of the 
time, but it is wonderful to see that our building is becoming a community centre once again –just 
like the early Maritime churches.  My grandfather was a Baptist minister and his churches had 
boys’ groups, CGIT and missionary societies while we have guides, YMCA and PROBUS.  I know the 
people of Forest Hill will continue to be a “visible and vital community” even as our definition of 
what this means changes.  
 
With appreciation, 
Margie Roxborough 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Trustees: Pat Davidson (Chair) 
  Jennifer Abbott 
  Ron Blakney 
  Graham Powell 
   
The Board of Trustees met on two occasions (January 9 and November 10) in 2014.  The main areas 
of concern for the Board of Trustees this year were: the insurance renewal for the church and 
manse, the management of documents stored in the safety deposit box at Omista Credit Union, 
and the future use of the church property.  
 
Our insurance coverage with the United Church of Canada’s HUB International UCC Protect plan 
(Commercial Insurance Policy# HUB1925-1734) was renewed with the addition of the Yamaha 
digital piano at a nominal ($25.00) increase in cost.  HUB International took over Alliance Insurance 
so we have a new Commercial Account Manager (Tracey Connolly) and a new location in Saint John 
but the same provider (Aviva Insurance) and plan.  The UCC Protect Director’s Liability Insurance 
was available at no additional cost and will be again this year.  
 
The inventory of church contents has been completed.  The inventory list with digital photos has 
been placed in safe keeping at Omista Credit Union.  The concern for the development of the 
church property was taken to the Official Board where a committee was struck to look after the 
matter.  
 
Graham Powell renewed his three-year term on the Board of Trustees at the FHUC 2013 Annual 
Meeting.  Ron Blakney has agreed to submit his name for another three-year term to be ratified at 
the 2014 Annual Meeting.  
 
I have appreciated the support of the other trustees; their cooperation and willingness to assist in 
the duties of the Board of Trustees has been commendable.  Also, Mary Grant, FHUC Treasurer, 
has been a helpful resource this past year.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
P. Davidson (Chair) 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

“We worship in the round and on the level.” 
 
This is the way I described worship at Forest Hill United Church to Linnea Good, Canadian hymn 
writer and worship leader, who was preparing to lead worship at our church this past August.  This 
description says a lot about who we are and what we as a congregation value: we form a circle that 
includes the worship and music leaders and the congregation, and no one stands higher than 
another.  The ministry of each of us is valued. 
 
We would, however, fall woefully short of this goal if it weren’t for the encouragement of both our 
ordained minister, Rev. Ali Smith, and our Director of Music, Deborah (Hyun Hee) Park.  They both 
go out of their way to ensure that every voice is heard, every talent appreciated.  The Worship 
Committee is grateful for this richness of worship experience. 
 
As with every aspect of the life of Forest Hill United Church, the sudden passing of Don Grant left a 
large hole in the work of the Worship Committee.  It has taken weeks and months just to make a 
list of all the ways in which he contributed to our life as church.  We have, however, benefitted 
enormously from the outpouring of memorial funds which went towards the purchase of a digital 
piano, stand, case and amplifier.  Donations in memory of Lorraine Evans also went towards this 
project.  A special service of music and the dedication of the keyboard in memory of Don Grant 
and Lorraine Evans was held in August. 
 
Fund-raising was also the goal of a concert, “A Musical Evening with Deborah (Hyun Hee) Park and 
Friends” held in late November, which brought together the talents of amateurs and professionals 
with positive results.  From all aspects, the evening was a great success. 
 
In 2014, the Worship Committee: 
 –arranged for Scripture readers and greeters; 
 –prepared and served communion 5 times; 
 –arranged for pulpit supply for 9 Sundays, and piano supply for 2 Sundays; 
 –revised the Usher Document; 
 –arranged for a new communion table and new communion table cloth; a new guest book 

and a new poppy cross for Remembrance Sunday. 
 –renewed subscriptions to “Gathering” magazine; Linnea Good and Ron Klusmeier web-

sites; 
 –arranged for piano tuning. 

 
The Worship Committee thanks those who contribute to our work, although they don’t serve on 
the committee: Patricia Powell for Scripture readers, Graham Powell for attendance statistics, 
Jennifer Abbott for floral arrangements, and May Houston for looking after just about everything 
that might otherwise get overlooked! 
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Statistically: 
 –the average attendance was 42.84 
 –Worship Committee met 6 times: Jan 14, Feb. 25, May 13, Sep. 2, Oct. 28, and Dec. 9 
 
The Worship Committee members in 2014 were Libby Cassidy (chair), Brian Cassidy (secretary), 
Rev. Ali Smith (ex officio), Deborah (Hyun Hee) Park (ex officio), Yvonne Cheung, Lorna McKnight, 
Rachel Neville, and Inez Higgins.  
 
New members are welcome. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Libby Cassidy, Chair 

 
FHUC CHOIR 

 
Under the competent direction of Deborah Park, the FHUC Choir had a successful year (2014).  As 
well as assisting the congregation in hymn singing, the Choir provided special music for the regular 
Sunday services in the form of SAB anthems, solos, duets or trios.  On many occasions our anthems 
were enhanced by the instrumental contribution of Annemarie Manson (cello), Libby Cassidy 
(violin), Brian Cassidy (guitar) and Diane Robinson (keyboard).  These ladies have also provided 
special music for service on days when the Choir did not have an anthem prepared.  Julie Richard 
(flute), accompanied by Deborah, provided the music for the Christmas Eve service.  
 
On Friday, November 28th the Choir participated in “A Musical Evening with Deborah (Hyun Hee) 
Park and Friends”.  The Choir preformed several selections that highlighted the various attributes 
of the new digital keyboard.  The concert was successful in raising considerable funds for FHUC and 
the new keyboard.  
 
The choir continues to practice before and after the church service on Sunday mornings.  Several 
new members were welcomed this year and more are encouraged to join either on a regular basis 
or for occasional performances.  
 
Choir Members include: Tammy Butland, Kim LeJeune, Joan Mitchell, Patricia Powell, Margie 
Rogers, Mary Grant (Sopranos), Pat Davidson, Annemarie Manson, Norma Reid, Liz Richard 
(Altos), Ron Blakney, Graham Powell and Min Baek (Basses).  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Pat Davidson 
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COMMENTS ON ATTENDANCE AT WORSHIP SERVICES IN 2014 
 

Attendance at Forest Hill’s weekly worship services during 2014 showed trends similar to those of 
earlier years, but variability was striking.  There were two major peaks: the first in May when there 
were two baptisms, the second in mid-August when we were privileged to have the service led by 
Linnea Good.  Attendance on Easter and Thanksgiving Sundays was low.  That has been a tendency 
over many years.  Overall attendance was slightly less than in 2013 (41.43 versus 42.84).  There 
was one service cancelled in each year because of storms.  Not included in the weekly totals are 
the numbers attending services on special occasions: Maundy Thursday, 26, Good Friday, 25, 
Easter Sunrise, 12, Advent Festival, 32, and Christmas Eve, 116. 
 
The average for the October-November period (9 Sundays), used by the United Church for 
statistical purposes, was 42.4.  This value is 7.7 lower than that of 2013.  We continue to follow the 
downward trend in church attendance that is widespread in the United Church.  However, we 
should rejoice that we have between 5 and 12 children present on most Sundays. 
 
Comments and graphs respectfully submitted by  
Graham Powell 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 
The outreach committee distributed the following amounts totalling $6397.06 in 2014, primarily in 
December.  At our December meeting we agreed to add support for the Wilmot Saturday Night 
event, which is designed to reach out to street people, as well as Liberty Lane, whose director, 
Fiona Williams, spoke to us on Outreach Sunday.  We increased our support to the Taxi chit 
program provided by the Community Food Centre.  In addition, Forest Hill donors supported the 
Food Bank ($3155) and Campus Ministry ($895) with directed contributions in their PAR and 
weekly envelopes.  Food contributions are taken regularly to the Food Centre and we are 
promoting local donation of gently-used winter boots in response to a recent article.  Forest Hill 
continues to use and distribute fair trade products throughout the year using the profits as part of 
our outreach support.  In total, our small congregation of about 60 families contributed $10 447.06 
towards local outreach in 2014. 
 
Outreach Distributions 2014  
  
Campus Ministry $500.00 
Chrysalis House $300.00 
Community Health Clinic $700.00 
Community Kitchen $400.00 
Emergency Shelter $400.00 
Wilmot Saturday Night $200.00 
Food Bank – Bus Tickets $400.00 
Food Bank – Taxi Vouchers $300.00 
Food Bank Taxis – year end $660.00 
Grace House $300.00 
Liberty Lane $300.00 
Hospice Fredericton $400.00 
John Howard Society $200.00 
Salvation Army $200.00 
Salvation Army Families $537.06 
Transition House $400.00 
Multicultural Education Project $200.00 
   
We also commend all the support in time and talent our community at Forest Hill provides to other 
aspects of the wider community, including those undertaking free tax preparation work here and 
at the Salvation Army for low-income clients. 
 
Thank you for your continuing efforts and support. 
 
Bob Fisher (chair) 
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PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE 
 

First and foremost, I would like to thank the members of my committee for their service over the 
past year and for bringing me up to speed as their new chair.  They have all demonstrated their 
concern for all members of our church family.  Our members and others in the congregation 
continue to provide for coffee time after service on Sundays.  We see this time of fellowship as an 
important part of our congregational life and many people do stay after service each Sunday to 
enjoy socializing with other regulars and newcomers to the congregation. 
 
The committee has only met once this year, at which time we ensured that all church families were 
included on one of the visitors’ lists.  We will be meeting early in the New Year to go over the 
current lists and make any adjustments that are necessary.  We received with regret this year the 
resignation of Sandra MacGillivary from our committee after many years of service.  We are 
pleased to report that Marilyn Lohnes has agreed to return to the committee after a brief time 
away. We continue to ask for the congregation’s help in alerting us to situations with church 
families that may require a visit or a phone call; this may include joyous events for celebration or 
sad times of illness, loneliness or grieving where we can be a presence or offer our assistance. 
 
There are plans in the works for a workshop on “Keeping God in the Family” which will be 
coordinated through our committee.  Watch for future announcements in the bulletin concerning 
this event which will be open to members of the public as well as our own congregation. 
 
In closing, I would like to appeal to the congregation for more members for this committee.  If 
anyone has an interest in finding out more about what is involved, please speak to me or another 
member of my committee. Also, if you are interested in having a visit from a member of our 
committee, do not hesitate to contact me at any time. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Robinson, Chair 

 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
Following is an overview of projects and upgrades to the Church Building and the Manse during 
2014 as overseen by Robert Christie and myself who were recruited by the Board to fill in for the 
Property Committee Chair, who was exceedingly busy with work and family commitments. 
 
Church: 

 Door closer installed on back exit door in main hall 

 New sink/vanity top in women’s washroom (downstairs) 

 Painted parlour and installed new baseboard heater 

 Contracted the painting of the main hall (scaffolding involved) 

 Metal entrance door to hallway sanded, rust spots primed, painted 

 Tile floor in main hall stripped, cleaned, rewaxed and polished 

 Cabinet for keyboard and accessories built, painted and installed in choir room 

 New locks installed to make choir room a secure area 
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 Outdoor electric plugs installed near main entrance doors and on street side of building 

 Annual inspection of the fire alarm system and fire extinguishers was carried out. 

Manse: 

 Annual furnace maintenance inspection completed 

 Replaced eaves trough on back of building 

 Had fireplace inspected by certified company 

 Replaced screening and repaired lock on front storm door 

 Had a large tree (damaged by “Arthur”) removed; in process of getting two others which 

are considered to be potentially unsafe removed. 

 
Thanks to all who have helped in many ways during the past year. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Ron Blakney  

 

PRESBYTERY REPORT 

 
Forest Hill Pastoral Charge is part of Woolastook Presbytery and Maritime Conference.  Your lay 
representative is elected at each Annual Meeting and Ali Smith is our clergy member of both of 
these courts of the church. There are 500 churches in Maritime Conference, which holds an annual 
meeting each year in Sackville, N.B. , home of Mount Allison University, which is affiliated with the 
United Church.   
 
The following are the highlights of Woolastook Presbytery for 2014: 
 
The new office administration building in Sackville cost $3,000,000.  Pledges now approach 
$1,000,000, which means major sponsors will contribute after seeing what local congregations 
have done. For example, Margaret McCain offered $150,000 after the first million is raised.  Other 
revenue will come from the sale of church property, where 25% of the selling price will go to 
Maritime Conference and 75% will stay with the congregation.  All church property is owned by the 
United Church of Canada with the congregations as trustees.   
 
Our contribution to Maritime conference is projected to be 2575.00 for 2015.  Camp Woolastook 
remains unsold. 
 
There was discussion on the national comprehensive review from the document called “Fishing on 
the Other Side”.  The United Church wants to know the opinions of local churches on these four 
topics: Property, Oversight of Churches, Oversight of Ministers and Connectional Space (do we 
need physical church buildings). 
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Names of clergy emigrating from other countries were submitted for admission to the United 
Church Order of Ministry.  These clergy have training in one of the three founding churches of the 
United Church; Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational. There were about 10 submissions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Christie 

 
MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

 
Ministry and Personnel committee has been faced with good as well as difficult hurdles.  Our 
dedicated Administrative Assistant, Don Grant, passed away in February.  His absence makes us all 
aware of how he was helpfully involved in so many big and little tasks in the church and 
congregation.  We do miss him a lot. 
 
We found a wonderful replacement for Don: Kris Yarych.  She is a Mom of an 11-year-old 
daughter, a very experienced secretary, and is always at the ready to deal with technical queries.  
Her hours are: Tuesday and Thursday 12:45 – 3:45pm, to accommodate her other responsibilities.  
She seems to be happy to work for us. 
 
Rev. Ali Smith has changed her office hours to Mon., Tue., Thur. and Fri., 11am – 2pm to 
coordinate her presence with Kris’.  Apparently it works out very well for the two of them.  Rev. Ali 
enjoys her work with our congregation, and likes to share her research occasionally, offering 
welcome discussion or Bible study groups. 
 
Deborah Park does her best with our choir forever changing in size.  Her wish for a fundraising 
concert materialized in the fall.  At that time, we also celebrated the launch of Deborah’s first CD of 
her Piano music.  The concert was a great success musically as well as socially, bringing many of the 
congregation together for the preparations.  Deborah is also teaching piano lessons and is taking 
new students. 
 
Our janitors, Mara and Branco, are reliable, do a good job and never object to day or time changes 
for cleaning when called for.  They have no complaints. 
 
Bob Fisher, Lorna McKnight and Margie Rogers complete the list of dependable committee 
members.  Many thanks for your help. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Annemarie Manson (chair) 
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UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 
 

The United Church Women of Forest Hill met at the church or in a member’s home on seven 
occasions during 2014.  Our average monthly attendance is seven ladies.  Each of our meetings 
includes a devotional, business and social time.  We also had two social evenings; in June we went 
to the Crown Plaza restaurant in downtown Fredericton and in December we went to The 
Fredericton Inn in uptown Fredericton.  On both occasions UCW ladies were joined by other ladies 
from the congregation and all enjoyed the fellowship of a shared meal. 
 
Our group continues to do catering for community or wider church groups.  In February we catered 
after the memorial service for Don Grant and in April we provided ham and potato soup with rolls 
for the Woolastook Presbytery workshop for Ministry & Personnel committee people.  On 
November 28, following the musical concert organized by music director Deborah Park and her 
committee, we also organized a lunch with help from other ladies of the congregation.  In addition 
to these one-time events, we continue to provide coffee and muffins on a monthly basis to the 
PROBUS group that meets at our church.  We also made soup for the Community Kitchen following 
the Roast Beef supper in May and more soup was delivered to the Kitchen following the Advent 
Festival when we had provided soup from the fall turkey supper. 
 
We participated in the World Day of Prayer service in March, held this year at St. Francis of Assisi 
Roman Catholic Church in Lincoln.  Jennifer Abbott and Patricia Powell continue to represent our 
group at the regular meeting of the Women’s Interchurch Council.  In conjunction with the WICC 
we continue to save for the Fellowship of the Least Coin and our savings are taken to the WICC 
treasurer at the annual meeting each fall.  On April 26 we hosted the Spring Rally of the UCWs in 
Woolastook Presbytery.  We provided muffins and tea and coffee as people arrived for the day and 
tea and coffee for the potluck lunch.  This event was a great success with about 65 ladies attending 
from around the Presbytery, including 9 from Forest Hill. 
 
Members of the UCW help with the Shrove Tuesday congregational pancake supper as well as 
prepare the soup for the Advent Festival.  We also made mustard and beet pickles at our 
September meeting for use at our spring and fall suppers, and at our November meeting we made 
cranberry sauce for the November supper from cranberries provided by Jack and Pauline Walker. 
 
As outreach this year, we have sent cards to mark special occasions and to those who are sick or 
bereaved.  At Christmas we provided gift baskets to Rev. Ali Smith, Dib and Bill Watson, Bob and 
Hazel James and Boyd and Catherine Richards, as well as gifts to the janitor, the pianist and the 
secretary.   We continue to maintain our commitment to the Mission & Service Fund of our own 
United Church.  We also donated funds to the Outreach committee to be disbursed as part of their 
Christmas donations to community organizations. 
 
Thank you to the regular members of our group for their generous and willing help and to other 
members of the congregation who step up to help us when we undertake larger catering activities.  
We invite any interested ladies from the congregation to join us at our monthly meetings. 
 
Diane Robinson, Secretary 
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
A small but enthusiastic committee, with significant contributions and support from many others in 
the congregation, organized a number of Christian development activities throughout 2014.  The 
role of the Christian Development Committee is to provide spiritual growth and faith development 
opportunities to all members of the congregation.  This includes both organizing activities as a 
committee and supporting and encouraging other members in the congregation who initiate 
activities.  I would like to thank the members of the CD Committee – Karen Flinn, Mary Grant, 
Margie Roxborough, the Rev. Ali Smith and UCW representative May Houston – for their 
contributions throughout the past year.  Particular thanks are due to Karen for serving as interim 
chair for the first half of 2014 (and the final half of 2013) and to Karen, Mary, Ali and May for 
stepping up while Margie and I were away for 12 months.  A large number of others also made 
significant contributions to CD committee activities and in many cases were key to the success of 
events.  On behalf of the CD committee, I extend my thanks to all who contributed. 
 
A variety of traditional congregational events were organized by the committee throughout the 
year, including the annual Welcome Back Corn Boil in September and our Advent Festival, this 
year with the theme of “Christmas Carols”.  We continued with a Workshop Rotation Sunday 
School model under the leadership of Karen Flinn as Sunday School Coordinator, with Margie 
Roxborough planning curriculum and Mary Grant preparing materials for opening and closing 
activities.  Further details are provided in Karen’s Sunday School report. 

Ali organized and led a number of diverse Christian development opportunities throughout the 
year, including regular Bible studies linked to the themes being used in Sunday School and a 
viewing and discussion of the movie A Christmas Carol during Advent.  A number of additional 
activities relating to Christian Development took place throughout the year that were not lead by 
the CD committee.  Joan Mitchell continued to organize “Movies and Musings” evenings in 
alternate months and a book club, organized by Norma Reid, continued to meet regularly.  We 
thank them both for ensuring the continuation of these activities that enrich the life of the 
congregation. 

On behalf of the CD committee, I thank the numerous individuals who contributed to the many 
opportunities offered at Forest Hill for us to grow and develop as Christians, and I thank the other 
members of the CD committee for their support and guidance.  I encourage those with suggestions 
for new activities or improvements to existing activities to talk with any member of the CD 
committee.  As always, anyone interested in becoming more directly involved in the CD committee 
is most welcome. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Neville, Chair 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
We continue to use the Workshop Rotation model for our Sunday School.  During the three-to five-
week units, a particular Biblical theme is explored using various different activities (such as games, 
drama, cooking, art, music, etc.)  In 2014 we introduced a computer workshop when discussing the 
magi and tried some variations in the music lessons.  Most weeks see the students separated into 
junior and senior classes but the students are occasionally kept together in one large group.  There 
is a core group of participants with attendance varying from week to week, especially in the junior 
class. 
 
Starting in the fall, Ali prepared a Bible Study on the theme of the various rotations.  The 
corresponding session was held one evening near the beginning of each new rotation.  This 
provided an opportunity for members of the congregation to become more familiar with the 
material related to the various rotations. 
 
I still fill the role of Sunday School coordinator, arranging teachers and resources for each lesson.  
The weekly lesson plans are developed by Margie Roxborough.  Mary Grant creates the overheads 
with the opening and closing songs for each rotation.  We all frequently serve as teachers along 
with a core group of other leaders and assistants.  Thanks are extended to the teachers and 
assistants as well as those who perform other behind-the-scenes tasks to ensure the smooth 
operation of the Sunday School.  We are always looking to expand our roster of leaders and 
assistants.  Interested volunteers are encouraged to contact me. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Flinn 
Sunday School Coordinator 
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FREDERICTON COUNCIL FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY ON CAMPUS 
 
Our ministry has continued to be a bright spot on the university campus.  Without question, the 
most exciting aspect of this year’s ministry has been our nature-based ministry program.  A few 
years ago our ministry began leading nature hikes.  These hikes served as a neutral and non-
threatening way for me, the chaplain, to meet with students in a context that is universally 
experienced as spiritual: nature.  As such, these outings served as a starting point for developing 
meaningful and lasting relationships with university students.  Though we always enjoyed offering 
these hikes, the costs related to their delivery somewhat limited the frequency with which we 
could hike.  However, in late 2013 we secured a grant from the United Church of Canada to expand 
this wonderful program.  Throughout the 2014 calendar year, we used these funds to expand our 
program and to take our university students on scenic explorations of majestic New Brunswick 
destinations that included the Maliseet Trail, St. Andrews (Berry Point), Bald Peak, and Fundy 
National Park (Third Vault Falls).  In total, 86 students hiked with us this past year.  Interestingly, 71 
of those 86 students were international students.  This wonderful diversity led to an incredible 
mixing of people from a wide array of religious and geographical backgrounds, each with unique 
life experiences to share.  What a gift!  
 
Beyond the geographical explorations, these hikes have led to developing deep and meaningful 
relationships between students and, especially, between the chaplain and the students.  The more 
we hiked, the more I became the recipient of emails and phone calls from hiking students, 
requesting either support, mentorship, or pastoral care.  With nature as the basis for shared 
spiritual interest, this unique ministry that allowed us to do our best to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus, seeking to offer kindness, love, and compassion to those to whom we minister.  
 
While trying to be relevant to our ministry context, we also wrote a column in our local student 
newspaper, The Brunswickan.  We published nearly a dozen articles and tackled topics such as 
anxiety and prayer, chronic illness, and creation.  If you`d like to read some of our articles, head to 
this page, http://thebruns.ca/search/ and type the word “chaplain“ in the search line.  Enjoy!   
 
In addition to our hiking program, we also provided a visible, supportive, and warm Christian 
presence to the university community.  In times of ceremony, I offer prayers (UNB`s graduation 
ceremonies).  Other times, I am a welcome presence in the midst of a troubled student`s week.  
Whether in these circumstances or any other that calls me, I am always grateful that our ministry 
exists.  As such, we offer our deepest gratitude to our many, many supporters who make this 
ministry possible.  You empower us to make a difference on our campus!  
 
Sincerely,  
Kevin Bourque  
 
Joan Mitchell represents our church on the FCCMC.  We are currently looking for a second 
representative from our congregation to attend these monthly meetings and support this good 
work.  You can support this ministry monetarily through your envelope or PAR donations. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The members of the finance committee for 2014 were: Mary Grant (Treasurer), William Hughes 
(chair), Diane Robinson and Paul Eldridge 
 
We had projected a deficit of $9,200 for 2014.  However, in the end we had a deficit of $4,500.  
Major reasons for this include: the income from building use was $2,000 more than budgeted; 
some salary costs were lower than expected, and the purchase of a new computer was deferred. 
 
Contributions to the Mission and Service fund of 13,444 were off by about $300 from last year but 
were about $500 more than budgeted.  Outreach donations were $6335 (almost $3000 more than 
budgeted) and supplemented by about $400 from coffee sales.  Food bank donations of $3155 
were $600 more than expected.  Thanks to all those who donated to these various forms of 
outreach. 
 
Congregational fundraisers pulled in a net of $6916 (about $400 more than budgeted). 
 
We currently have 15 households using preauthorized remittance (PAR).  We encourage members 
to consider this method of giving.  The support we get through PAR is continuous, which makes it 
much easier to plan and reduces monthly fluctuations.  Anyone who would like to get more 
information about PAR should speak to William Hughes or Mary Grant.  You should also speak to 
William or Mary if you need envelopes so you can receive a year-end tax receipt. 
 
In 2013 the tellers were Robert Christie, Inez Higgins, Lorna McKnight, May Houston, Jennifer 
Abbot, Joan Mitchell, Bob Fisher, Diane Robinson, Mary-Anne Blakney and William Hughes  Our 
tellers do the weekly counting and recording of the Sunday offerings.  Thanks to all the tellers for a 
very necessary job.  On behalf of the committee, the board, and the congregation, I would like to 
extend special thanks to our treasurer, Mary Grant, for her hard and competent work on the 
church finances, including, but certainly not limited to, the preparation of the annual budget. 
 
We have forecast a deficit of over $6,700 for 2015.  A big piece of this is needed manse 
maintenance. 
 
On behalf of the finance committee, I would like to thank the members of the congregation for 
their generous contributions of money, time, and talent during the past year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
William Hughes, Chair 
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Forest Hill United Church 
Balance Sheet As at 31/12/2014  
 
ASSET 
 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Petty Cash 0.00  

Petty Cash - Sunday School 0.00  

Share Account 5.00  

General Account 4,402.44  

Puppets 0.00  

Building 3,694.92  

Contingency Account 11,302.99  

HST Refund Receivable 1,014.02  

Misc Receivables 0.00  

Payroll Advances 0.00  

Investment 15,796.70  

Accounts Receivable 0.00  

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 36,216.07  

 
CAPITAL ASSETS 

Land- 45 Kimble 248,228.63  

Manse 91,269.35  

Land - 33 Topcliffe 37,095.00  

Church 240,288.69  

Furniture 18,382.00  

Vacuum Cleaner 0.00  

Appliances 5,533.09  

Dishwasher # W11876 5,273.22  

Dishes, etc 3,651.99  

DVD Player 29.77  

Xerox Copier Workstation 0.00  

Compaq - M. Fraser Computer 299.99  

Choir/Library/Puppets 5,756.98  

Sound System 2,999.25  

Projector-Optoma GP728 699.00  

Printer Copier XRX 3325 - Nov.2012 998.00  

Heinzman Piano 2,500.00  

Digital Piano and accessories 2014 2,569.93  

TOTAL CAPITAL ASSETS 665,574.89  

 
TOTAL ASSET 

 
701,790.96  

 



 25 

 

LIABILITY 
 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Prepaids 0.00  

Vacation Payable 84.00  

Vac Payable correction 0.00  

Prepaid 20.00  

HST 0.00  

CPP Payable 0.00  

EI Payable 0.08  

Income Tax Payable 0.00  

Pension/Insurance Payable 0.00  

Study Leave Payable 362.17  

Unearned Revenue 0.00  

misc payable 352.72  

Accounts Payable 0.00  

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 818.97  

 
LONG TERM LIABILITIES 

Capital Improvements Loan 0.00  

TOTAL LONG TERM LIABILITIES 0.00  

 
TOTAL LIABILITY 

 
818.97  

 
EQUITY 
 

EQUITY 

Retained Earnings 702,517.73  

Current Earnings -1,545.74 

TOTAL EQUITY 700,971.99  

 
TOTAL EQUITY 

 
700,971.99  

 
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

 
701,790.96  
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FOREST HILL UNITED CHURCH 2015 BUDGET 
 

 2014 
Budget 

2014 
Actual 

2014 
without pass 

throughs 

2015 
Proposed 

2015 
without pass 

throughs 
RECEIPTS      

Envelopes - Local 70,000 66,454 66,454 66,000 66,000 
Donations-Non Envelope 500 3,429 3,429 3,400 3,400 
Building Fund 4,200 3,690 3,690 3,800 3,800 
M & S Fund 13,000 13,444  13,500 0 
Donations for Building Use 12,500 14,230 14,230 15,000 15,000 
Local Outreach Pledges 3,434 6,335  3,000 0 
Local Outreach - Coffee Sales 500 2,249  250 0 
Campus Ministry 420 895  550 0 
Loose Offerings 600 623 623 700 700 
Special Envelopes 2,500 2,446 2,446 2,500 2,500 
Congregational Activities 6,500 9,723 9,723 7,500 7,500 
Interest 30 67 67 350 350 
CD/SS 300 159  150 0 
Food Bank 2,500 3,155  3,000 0 

 116,984 126,899 100,662 119,700 99,250 

Other income (Observer, Memorials etc.)  5,168  1,000 1,000 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 116,984 132,067 100,662 120,700 100,250 
      
EXPENSES      
Pastoral Care      

Salary 38,932 38,932 38,932 39,282 39,282 
Canada Pension Plan 2,534 1,773 1,773 1,789 1,789 
Employment Insurance 1,249 1,114 1,114 1,200 1,200 
WorkSafe NB 167 167 167 137 137 
ADP service charges 235 256 256 261 261 
Pulpit Supply 1,037 1,444 1,444 1,201 1,201 
Study Leave & Books 1,310 1,109 1,109 1,326 1,326 
Travel Allowance 700 773 773 800 800 
Pension/Insurance Expense 8,555 8,555 8,555 7,857 7,857 
Miscellaneous 50 40 40 40 40 

Total Pastoral Care 54,770 54,163 54,163 53,893 53,893  
Manse Expenses      

Manse Insurance 400 594 594 606 606 
Fuel 2,000 2389 2389 2,000 2,000 
Manse Snow Removal/Mowing 1,250 1045 1045 1,100 1,100 
Manse Maintenance 2,500 1199 1199 5,000 5,000 
Manse Telephone 500 417 417 450 450  

Total Manse Expenses 6,650 5,644 5,644 9,156 9,156  
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 2014 
Budget 

2014 
Actual 

2014 
without pass 

throughs 

2015 
Proposed 

2015 
without pass 

throughs 
Church Building Operations      

Building Maintenance 2,000 7,921 7,921 2,500 2,500 
Church Utilities and Water 7,175 7,447 7,447 7,600 7,600 
Church Insurance 1,850 1,873 1,873 1,910 1,910 
Janitorial Services 3,720 3,721 3,721 3,775 3,775 
Janitorial Supplies 600 375 375 500 500 
Propane 150 45 45 100 100 
Church Snow Removal/Mowing 1,750 1,665 1,665 1,700 1,700 
Church Telephone 2,000 1,738 1,738 1,750 1,750 
Table & Chairs 850 170 170 850 850 
Contingency Fund 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 
Miscellaneous 150 13 13 50 50  

Total Church Building Operation 21,445 26,168 26,168 21,935 21,935 
General Expenses      

Advertising 460 402 402 402 402 
Bank Charges (inc SD Box) 155 147 147 150 150 
Campus Ministry 420 895 0 550 0 
Conference/Presbytery Allocation 2,200 2,512 2,512 2,600 2,600 
Conferences 300 0 0 300 300 
Directed Expenses  4,477 0   
Local Outreach 3,934 6,713 0 3,000 0 
Outreach – Coffee Sales  1,871 0 250 0 
M&S 13,150 13,444 0 13,500 0 
Congregational Activities/Suppers  2,357 2,357 1,575 1,575 
Music Director 5,200 5,096 5,096 6,060 6,060 
Music Supply 150 100 100 100 100 
Treasurer Honorarium    250 250 
Office Supplies 400 511 511 520 520 
Computer costs 2,000 1,016 1,016 2,000 2,000 
Church Envelopes & Bulletins 500 487 487 490 490 
Admin. Assistant Wages 3,650 2,814 2,814 3,670 3,670 
EI non-minister 331 306 306 344 344 
CPP non-minister 97 104 104 152 152 
WorkSafe NB Non-minister 53 60 60 65 65 
Pastoral Care & Visitation 50 6 6 25 25 
CD/Sunday School 900 648 648 850 700 
Worship Committee 700 667 667 800 800 
Miscellaneous 250 660 660 250 250 
Food Bank 2,500 3,155 0 3,000 0 
HST Expense 2,000 2,152 2,152 2,000 2,000  

Total General Expense 39,400 50,600 20,050 42,903 22,453 

TOTAL EXPENSE 122,265 136,575 106,025 127,887 107,437 

NET INCOME -5,281 -4,508 -5,363 -7,187 -7,187  
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Forest Hill United Church 
Income Statement 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2014 
 
REVENUE 

 
BUDGETED RECEIPTS 

Envelopes - Local 66,479.04  

Donations-Non Envelope 3,428.53  

Building Fund -1,300.32 

M & S Fund 13,443.50  

Donations for Building Use 14,230.00  

Local Outreach Pledges 6,335.02  

Local Outreach - Coffee Sales 2,248.55  

Campus Ministry 895.00  

Loose Offerings 623.10  

Special Envelopes 2,446.00  

Congregational Activities 9,698.09  

TOTAL BUDGETED REVENUE 118,526.51  

 
MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS 

Interest Revenue 35.85  

CD/Sunday School 38.36  

Memorials 1,815.00  

Miscellaneous/Directed 2,659.18  

Share Revenue 0.00  

Youth Group 0.00  

Observer 500.00  

Food Bank 3,155.00  

Contingency Fund Interest 31.63  

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS 8,235.02  

 
TOTAL REVENUE 

 
126,761.53  

 
EXPENSE 

 
PASTORAL CARE EXPENSES 

Salary 38,931.96  

Canada Pension Plan 1,772.64  

Employment Insurance 1,113.75  

Worksafe NB Minister 167.41  

ADP service sharges 255.53  

Pulpit Supply 1,444.10  

Study Leave & Books 1,310.00  

Travel Allowance 773.39  

Miscellaneous 40.00  

Pension/Insurance Expense 8,555.28  

TOTAL PASTORAL CARE EXPENSES 54,364.06  
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MANSE EXPENSES 

Manse Insurance 594.00  

Fuel 2,388.57  

Manse Snow Removal/Mowing 1,045.00  

Manse Maintenance 1,198.75  

Manse Telephone 416.74  

Manse Water & Sewer 0.00  

TOTAL MANSE EXPENSES 5,643.06  

 
CHURCH BUILDING OPERATION 

Building Maintenance 2,930.60  

Church - Utilities & Water 7,446.96  

Church Insurance 1,873.00  

Janitorial Services 3,720.60  

Janitorial Supplies 375.27  

Propane 44.56  

Church Snow Removal & Mowing 1,665.00  

Church Telephone 1,738.03  

Table & Chairs 169.99  

Contingency Fund 1,200.00  

Miscellaneous 13.28  

TOTAL CHURCH BUILDING OPERATION 21,177.29  

 
GENERAL 

Advertising 401.85  

Bank Charges (inc SD Box) 146.50  

Campus Ministry 895.00  

Conference/Presbytery Allocation 2,512.00  

Conferences 161.07  

Directed Expenses 1,591.61  

Local Outreach 6,713.16  

Outreach - Coffee 1,870.60  

M & S 13,443.50  

Congregational Activities/Suppers 2,670.56  

Music Director 5,096.00  

Music Supply 100.00  

Office Supplies 607.37  

Computer costs 1,016.16  

Church Envelopes & Bulletins 486.78  

Admininstrative Assistant Wages 2,813.86  

EI non-minister 306.32  

CPP non minister 104.18  

Worksafe NB Non minister 59.65  
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Pastoral Care & Visitation 6.30  

CD/Sunday School 686.28  

Puppeteers 0.00  

Worship Committee 666.92  

Miscellaneous 660.17  

Loan Interest 0.00  

Camp Woolastook 0.00  

Benevolent Fund 0.00  

Food Bank 3,155.00  

HST Expense 2,152.02  

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES 48,322.86  

 
TOTAL EXPENSE 

 
129,507.27  

 
NET INCOME 

 
-2,745.74 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – February 23, 2014 

 
The Annual General Meeting was called to order at 11:15  a.m. after worship on Sunday, February 
23, 2014 by Forest Hill Board Interim Chair, Jula Hughes. It was noted that there was a quorum.  An 
attendance sheet was circulated.   
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded by Bob Fisher/Jean Fisher that Jula Hughes preside as chair for the 
meeting.  Carried. 
 
MOTION: Moved/seconded by Joe Rideout/Libby Cassidy that Lorna McKnight be appointed note-
taker.  Carried. 
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded by Graham Powell/Jennifer Abbott that adherents be granted voting 
privileges.  Carried. 
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded by Marilyn Lohnes/Joan Mitchell that the Agenda be approved. 
Carried  
 
There was a review of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 2013 (pgs 34-36 of the 2013 
Annual General report). 
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded by Jean Fisher/Pat Davidson to approve the minutes of the February 
10, 2013 Annual General Meeting.  Carried. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING:  
 
1) The marriage policy is being reviewed by the Congregational Board in its entirety. The 
congregation will be updated on any changes.  
 
2) Upgrade to the Sound System: The Board received a report from Brian Cassidy and accepted a 
recommendation to defer upgrades until related decisions about technology use in worship had 
been made.  
 
Review of Annual Report of 2012 up to Financial Report (pp. 1-25):   
 
Joan Mitchell expressed her appreciation to Don and Mary Grant for their assistance with Movie 
Night.  
Chris Brodbeck queried whether the distribution of monies to the Maritime Conference for the 
Archives Building should be included in Outreach distributions.  
 
MOTION: Moved/seconded by Chris Brodbeck /Doreen Kissick That the item be removed from the 
Outreach report and placed in the Finance Report as a special contribution to Conference.  Carried.  
 
Corrections: p. 9 ‘2014’ should read ‘2013’ in Lorraine Evans funeral notice; and p. 17 ‘3013’ should 
read ‘2013’.  
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MOTION: Moved/seconded by Jean Fisher/Marilyn Lohnes that pages 1-25 of the Annual Report of 
Forest Hill United Church, 2013, as amended, be approved.   Carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  William Hughes presented the Financial Report as set out on pages 28-30 of 
the Annual Report of Forest Hill United Church, 2013. A question was raised about the list of assets 
including the Heintz piano, but not the Yamaha piano. It was clarified that the asset entry titled 
“Choir/Library/Puppets” included the Yamaha piano. It was queried whether the financial reports 
were subject to independent review. The answer was yes. Further, it was queried why the Building 
Fund was showing a negative amount for revenue. It was clarified that the amount was a net 
amount. The Chair thanked the Treasurer and the Finance Committee for their work.  
 
MOTION:  Moved and seconded Diane Robinson/Jennifer Abbott to accept Financial Reports for 
2013 as set out in the Annual report.  Carried. 
 
 
BUDGET: (pages 32-24 of the Annual Report, 2013) William Hughes presented the Budget, 
highlighting the continued usefulness of the planned giving questionnaire. He noted that the 
budget had been amended from the version presented to and approved by the Congregational 
Board to reflect updated Presbytery remittances. The Committee presented a deficit budget, 
noting that this was the third such budget in a row, but that the actuals in previous years had been 
positive. He indicated that actual giving had exceeded estimated giving in previous years. A 
question was raised why the M&S budget was lower than in the previous year. William indicated 
that this was consistent with the planned giving questionnaire and did not include the amount 
targeted by the UCW. In response to a question, it was clarified that the Coffee Fund showed a net 
amount.  
 
MOTION: Moved/seconded by Diane Robinson/Marilyn Lohnes that a note be added to the 
Finance Report and the Budget wherever net amounts were shown.  Carried.  
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded Diane Robinson/ Marilyn Lohnes  that the Budget for 2014 be 
adopted.  Carried. 
 
MOTION: re Financial Reviewer - Moved /seconded by Bob Fisher/Diane Robinson to have Burton 
Carlisle as Financial Reviewer for the financial books for 2014.  Carried. 
 
MOTION:  Moved/seconded by Doreen Kissick/Graham Powell that Forest Hill approve an 
objective for Mission and Service (M & S) for 2014 of $13,000 for the congregation and UCW $850 
for total of $13,850.  Carried. 
 
LAND USE CONSULTATION 
Graham Powell presented the historical background of the forested land behind the current church 
building. He indicated that the land was originally part of the UNB Woodlot, that the congregation 
had originally intended to partner with the Anglican congregation at Saint Margaret’s but after the 
Anglican partners dropped out, it was clear that the original plans for a church building would be 
too expensive. The current church building was built 9 years after the founding of the 
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congregation. At the time, an extension was intended, but never built. The wooded area is a great 
asset, from an environmental as well as an economic perspective.  
 
Joe Rideout and Ron Blakney presented an overview of potential uses of church lands based on 
what other churches had done, drawing particularly on the experience of the Lutheran 
congregation at St. Matthews. They suggested that a committee be established to clarify this issue. 
The Chair indicated that there would be a congregational meeting in March to ask more detailed 
questions and to discuss land use.  
 
NOMINATIONS:   
 
MOTION: Moved/seconded by Jennifer Abbott/Patricia Powell to accept the nominations of Diane 
Robinson as Chair of the Pastoral Care Committee, Ron Blakney and Robert Christie as co-chairs of 
the Property Committee, Brian Cassidy as the Secretary of the Congregational Board pro tem and 
Jula Hughes as the Secretary of the Congregational Board after Margie Roxborough’s return. 
Carried. 
 
MOTION: Moved/seconded by Patricia Powell/Diane Robinson that Robert Christie be reappointed 
as Presbytery Representative, Bob Fisher be appointed as Alternate Presbytary Representative, 
Mary Grant be reappointed as Treasurer  and Graham Powell be reappointed as a Member 
Trustee. Carried.  
 
NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR: None. The Chair asked that members give due consideration to 
serving as Chair of the Office Administration Committee or as Chair or Members of the 
Nominations Committee.  
 
The meeting adjourned at the conclusion of business at 12:40 p.m.  
 
Rev. Ali closed the meeting with a benediction. 
 
 


